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SKETCH OF COLONEL BPflEAIM MAETIN, OF THE 
NEW JEESBY CONTINENTAL LINE. 

Colonel Ephraim Martin was born in Central New- 
Jersey, probably in Somerset or Middlesex County in the 
year 1733, and died at New Brunswick, New Jersey, at the 
home of his son, Squire Martin, February 28, 1806, in his 
73'* year. He was buried at Stelton, New Jersey, in the 
old Baptist Cemetery, where the tombstone is still standing 
with the date of his death and the year of his age inscribed 
on it. 

Ephraim Martin was one of the early settlers in Sussex 
County, New Jersey, and was a landholder there in Newton 
township in the year 1761. He was appointed Coroner of 
Sussex County at the Council held at Burlington, New Jer- 
sey, February 21, 1774; he was a member of the Com- 
mittee of Safety of Sussex County, organized at the out- 
break of the Revolution, and was appointed leader of a 
company "to set right certain Tories" in that neighborhood. 

At the outbreak of hostilities, he raised a regiment of 
militia in and about Sparta, which was known as the Second 
Establishment of State Militia. 

He was chosen Member from Sussex County to the Pro- 
vincial Congress at Trenton, October 20, 1775 ; also of the 
Congress which met in May, 1776. This was the Congress 
which changed the constitution of New Jersey from that of 
a colony to that of a state. 

He was Colonel of a battalion of the State ^Militia ordered 
to reinforce the defences of New York early in 1776. An- 
thony Wayne's Ordei-ly Book, under the date of April 6, 
1776, headquarters New York, notes that Colonel Martin's 
regiment was assigned to the Brigade of Lord Sterling. (See 
Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography.) 

Ephraim Martin was commissioned by the State of New 
Jersey on June 14, 1776, as Colonel of a regiment of New 



Sketch of Col. Ephraim Martin. 481 

Jersey Militia in General Nathaniel Heard's Brigade. He 
was described as of Sparta, Sussex County, New Jersey. 

He was wounded August 24, 1776, by a musket ball in 
the breast, at the outposts previous to the battle of Long Is- 
land, which occurred August 27, 1776; he doubtless ac- 
companied Washington in his retreat from the Island across 
New Jersey in the autumn of 1776. 

On November 28, 1776, he was appointed, by the State of 
New Jersey, Colonel of the Fourth Battalion in the Second 
Establishment of the New Jersey Continental Line. This es- 
tablishment was not fully completed with its full quota of offi- 
cers in General Maxwell's Brigade until February 17, 1777. 

In the meantime. Colonel Martin's regiment continued 
as a part of General Nathaniel Heard's Brigade of New 
Jersey Militia. As such it took part in the operation around 
Trenton, December 25, 1776, thougli the Brigade failed to 
get across the Delaware in time to take part in the actual 
fighting, being stationed opposite Trenton in order to keep 
the Hessians from crossing the river into Pennsylvania. 

His regiment took part in the Battle of Princeton, 
January 5, 1777, and followed Washington into camp at 
Morristown ; and it also took part in the skirmish at Eliza- 
bethtown Farms, where his son Absolom, who was his pay- 
master, had his arm broken. 

In the Orderly' Book of Major William Heth (see Virginia 
Historical Collections, Vol. X, New Series, 1891, page 365) 
it is noted that Colonel Martin was field officer for the day 
on June 21, 1777, at Camp Middlebrook. 

In Maxwell's Brigade Colonel Ephraim Martin's regiment 
followed Washington in his march to the Brandywine, 
where it was the first to meet the enemy at Iron Hill in 
Pencader Hundred, Delaware, and he was wounded at the 
battle of the Brandywine. " He wore a cocked hat and 
barely escaped death, having been struck in the forehead by 
a passing bullet which only grazed it but stunned him, cut- 
ting through the hat and making a furrow in his forehead." 
(See Martin Genealogy, p. 315.) 
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He was probably at the attack on the Chew House in^the 
battle of Germantowii, but he was certainly with Washing- 
ton at Valley Forge during the winter of 1777-78. In the 
Valley Forge Orderly Book, of General George Weedon, it 
is noted that on the 16th of October, 1777, headquarters 
Worcester Township, Colonel Martin, of Jersey, is in the 
list of field oflicers for the day. A similar mention of 
Colonel Martin as field ofiicer for the day occurs under the 
date of May 14, 1778. 

The Muster Rolls of the Continental Army, by William 
Bradford Junior, preserved in the collection of the Histori- 
cal Society of Pennsylvania, show the name of Ephraim 
Martin as Colonel of the Fourth ISTew Jersey Regiment in 
the abstracts for July, 1778, again for October, 1778, and 
still again for Januarj', 1779. 

The records of the New Jersey ofiice show that Colonel 
Ephraim Martin's regiment accompanied Washington across 
Jersey in 1778. He was stationed in the reserve at Prince- 
ton on occasion of the battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778. 
He was still in the service in November, 1779. 

New Jersey asked in this year that the Continental Con- 
gress should reduce its quota from four regiments to three 
with a corresponding reduction in men and officers. The 
Ci ngress agreed to this and appointed a committee to carry 
through this reduction. The Legislature of Xew Jersey on 
September 26, 1780, approved the arrangement made by 
Congress for this reduction and Ephraim 3tlartin as the 
supernumerary Colonel resigned from the service after serv- 
ing for nearly six years, if we count from his first raising 
of a militia regiment. 

Ephraim Martin removed to Somerset County and entered 
the Upper House of the New Jersey Legislature as repre- 
sentative from that county, where with some interruptions he 
continued to sit until his death, in 1806. He had several 
brothers; three sons; and many nephews in the Revolutionary 
Army, and played in the field and in the cabinet an important 
part in the life of his state for a quarter of a century. 
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In Somerset County he lived in Bernardstown ; was a 
member of the old Baptist church at Mount Bethel, in which 
he was elected deacon June 21, 1786. 

His son Ephraim, Junior, was born in 1760, at Sparta, 
Sussex County, New Jersey ; enlisted in his father's regiment 
in September, 1777, and served throughout the war. In 
1789 he removed to Mecklinberg County, North Carolina, 
and later to Campbell County, Georgia, where he died, in 
1840. 

Martha Martin, daughter of Ephraim Martin, Junior, and 
Mercy Alward, was born May 18, 1779, and married Samuel 
Stites of Somerset County, New Jersey, September 14, 1794. 

Their daughter, Anna Stites, was born December 10, 1796. 
She married Anthony Wayne Oasad of Fairfield, Ohio, later 
of Lebanon, Illinois, February 6, 1811. 

Their daughter, Amanda Xeziah Casad, was born at Leb- 
anon, Illinois, August 18, 1827, and married CoHn I). James 
November 27, 1850. 

Tlieir living children are as follows: 

1. Pkhnund Jones James, ]>. Jacksonville, Ilbnois, May 
21, 1855; for thirteen years Professor in the University of 
Pennsylvania; for the past six years President of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 

2. Ella Amanda, b. Jacksonville, Illinois, April 10, 1857, 
m. (1) Edwin J. Bickell, (2) Temple R. Noel. 

3. Benjamin Brown, b. July 4, 1860, at Island Grove, 
Illinois, now Professor of Physics, Milliken University, De- 
catur, Illinois. 

4. John Nelson, b. April 15, 1865, Normal, Illinois. 
Teacher in the Pennsylvania State Normal School, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania. 

5. George Francis, b. Aug. 18, 1867, Normal, Illinois; 
at one time lecturer in the University of Pennsylvania; now 
Dean of the College of Education, University of Minnesota. 

6. Clara Belle, b. at Normal, lUinois, April 12, 1871, 
m. Cheeseman A. Herrick, President of Qirard College, 
Philadelphia. 



